TURNING TRAGEDY INTO OPPORTUNITY

THE JAMES LYONS ’03 SONS AND DAUGHTERS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

When James Lyons 03 enlisted in the army after
graduation from Syracuse University, he probably
didn t realize the extent to which his commitment

and ensuing sacri ce would impact his alma mater.

On September 27, 2006, the rst lieutenant and
tank platoon leader was shot and killed in Baghdad
while defending a strategic facility against enemy
forces. His death sent shockwaves through his
hometown of Rochester, New York, and through those
on campus who knew him. At the age of 28, this
former biochemistry major was SU s rst casualty of
Operation Iragi Freedom.

James was a respectful and determined young man,

recalls former academic advisor Christina Walker.

He was involved in many activities and worked hard
in biochemistry not an easy degree program. His
father, Bob Lyons, echoes this assessment. James
was caring and supportive of almost anyone in need.
But he was also humble. Most people never heard
about his good deeds.

Scholarship to Ease Burden of Loss

Despite their grief, Lyonss anc@e, Hillary Trent
02, and fraternity brother Marc Klein 03 looked
for a way to turn tragedy into opportunity. Together,
they established The James Lyons 03 Sons and
Daughters Memorial Scholarship Fund to bene t
children of fallen or disabled U.S. veterans.

Deployed to Iraq, James Lyons was part of a tank company
that patrolled the south side of war-torn Baghdad.

s






