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EDUCATION      
 
M.A. Creative Writing/English, Syracuse University, 1988 
B.A. English, Le Moyne College, 1984 
 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE      

 
Syracuse University M.F.A. Program in Creative Writing, Director, Syracuse, NY 2003-present 
       
Direct M.F.A. Program in Creative Writing 
Responsible, with the support of the creative writing faculty and the creative writing committee, for 
all aspects of the creative writing program: curriculum, budget, scheduling, admissions, and hiring. 
 
Specific duties include: 

 
• Chair creative writing committee 
• Administer creative writing budget accounts 
• Represent program at department meetings 
• Confer with department chair regarding program agendas 
• Work with Development Office to raise funds for program 
• Advise student editors of Salt Hill literary journal 
• Advise theses for graduate students 
• Advise all graduate students during pre-registration 
• Advise undergraduates 
• Teach three classes each year  
• Co-host visiting writers 
• Co-host monthly coffee hours for graduate students and faculty 
• Coordinate and chaperone, along with Associate Director, NYC field trip for third-year 

graduate students; tour Scribner; Four Way Books, various agencies, and The New Yorker 
 

 
 

 
Syracuse University M.F.A. Program, Syracuse, NY 1994-2001 
Coordinator 

 



Coordinated M.F.A. Program in Creative Writing 
Responsible, with the support of the director and the creative writing committee, for all aspects of 
the creative writing program: curriculum, budget, scheduling, admissions, and hiring. 
 
Specific duties included: 

 
• Co-chair creative writing committee 
• Administer creative writing budget accounts 
• Represent program at department meetings 
• Confer with department chair regarding program agendas 
• Advise student editors of Salt Hill literary journal 
• Coordinate special events and creative writing contests 
• Advise all graduate students during pre-registration 
• Teach two undergraduate classes each year 
• Host weekly coffee hours for graduate students and faculty 
• Coordinate and chaperone NYC field trip for third-year graduate students in April each year 

 
Coordinate The Raymond Carver Reading Series: 

 
Invite writers chosen by creative writing committee to read 
Negotiate honoraria and travel expenses 
 
Coordinate Living Writers class: 

 
Mentor teaching assistants 
Compose syllabus 

 
 

 
COURSES TAUGHT     
 
Syracuse University, English Department, 2003-present 
      
ENG 799: MFA Essay; ENG 716: Second Year Poetry Workshop; ENG 650 Forms: Experimental 
Fiction; ENG 650 Forms: Prose Poetry/Flash Fiction; ENG Forms: Five Contemporary Poets; 
ENG 650 Forms: Narrative Strategies; ENG 650 Forms: Eastern European Poetry; ENG 650 
Forms: Best Versions; ENG 615 Open Poetry Workshop; ETS 401 Advanced Poetry Workshop; 
ETS 401/215 Advanced/Sophomore Poetry On-Line Workshop; ETS 153 Interpretation of 
Fiction; CAS 101 First-Year Forum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BOOKS      
 
Clues from the Animal Kingdom, poems, BOA Editions, Ltd., (forthcoming June, 2018) 
 
Once I Saw You Laughing When I Was Feeling Sad, chapbook, Midnight City Books, (2014) 
 
Light and Heavy Things: The Selected Poems of Zeeshan Sahil, poems, co-translator with Faisal Siddiqui and 
Mi Ditmar, BOA Editions, Ltd., (The Lannan Translation Series, 2013) 
 
Ennui Prophet, prose poems, BOA Editions, Ltd., (2011) 
 
Encouragement for a Man Falling to His Death, poems/prose poems, BOA Editions, Ltd., (2007) 

 
Greatest Hits, chapbook, Pudding House Press, (2005) 
 
Trouble with the Machine, prose poems, Low Fidelity Press, (2003) 

 
Nietzsche’s Horse, prose poems, Mitki/Mitki Press, (2001) 
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READINGS          
 
University of Minnesota, University of Louisville, Brooklyn College, SUNY at Brockport, The KGB 
Bar (New York City), Northeast Modern Languages Association (NEMLA) Conference (Rochester, 
NY), Myopic Books (Chicago, IL), Point of Contact Gallery (Syracuse Symposium), Syracuse 
University, S.U.N.Y. at Oswego, S.U.N.Y. at E.S.F., Associated Writing Programs Conference (New 
York City), Cafe Agora, Happy Endings Coffee House, Rome Fine Arts Center (Rome, NY), Lubin 
House (New York City), Le Moyne College, Syracuse Stage, Pastabilities, Articulations (Westcott 
Community Center, Syracuse, NY), Good Earth Cafe, Cafe Paradiso, Constance Saltonstall 
Foundation for the Arts, Ambrosia, Point of Contact Gallery, Colgate Writers Conference, MOKA 
(Museum of Kids Art, Rochester, NY), Downtown “Y” (Syracuse, NY) 
 
 
 
 
AWARDS 
 
2011 NEA Poetry Fellowship 
2011 Pushcart Prize Nomination, “Ghost in the Land of Skeletons” 
2009 Brunell Scholar (Cayuga Community College) 
2008 Pushcart Prize, Special Mention: “The Riddle of Self Worth” 
2007 Isabella Gardner Poetry Award  
2003 Pushcart Prize nomination, “The Genius” 



2000 Onondaga County Cultural Resource Center Poetry Grant  
1999 New York Foundation for the Arts Poetry Fellowship 
1997 Constance Saltonstall Arts Foundation Poetry Grant  
1995 Finalist for The Yale Younger Poets Prize 
1995 Red Brick Review Poetry Contest, First Prize for Best Poem 
1994 Finalist for The Yale Younger Poets Prize 
1993 Red Brick Review Poetry Contest, Second Prize 
1992 Hayden Carruth Prize for Best Poem by a Graduate Student 
1988 Pushcart Prize Nomination, “The Afterlife” 
 
 
 
RELATED EXPERIENCE          
 
Founding Editor, 3rd Bed, literary journal  
 
Panelist, AWP Conference, “Would Harmonium Have Made it Past the Screeners? Alternative Paths 
to a First Book”, Boston, 2013 
 
Panelist, AWP Conference, “Prose Poetry and Flash Fiction”, Chicago, 2004 
 
Facilitator, Standing Down: Military Veteran’s Reading Group, Syracuse University, 2014 
 
Outside Reviewer (Major Review), Columbia University 
 
Outside Reviewer (Promotion and Tenure), Columbia College 
 
Outside Reviewer, (Promotion and Tenure), S.U.N.Y. at E.S.F. 
 
Outside Reviewer, English Department, S.U.N.Y. at Oswego 
               
Consultant, M.F.A. Program, Western Connecticut State University 

 
Book Reviewer, At the Damascus Gate, Elana Greenfield; The Rooster’s Wife, Russell Edson,  
appeared in The Believer 
 
Visiting Lecturer, Hamilton College 
 
Judge, Salt Hill, Dead Lake poetry chapbook contest 
 
Judge, Syracuse University, College of Arts and Sciences, Poetry Symposium           
 
Judge, Salt Hill, short fiction contest 
 
Judge, Le Moyne College, undergraduate poetry contest 
 
Judge, Opium Magazine short fiction contest 
 



Reader, Italo Calvino Experimental Fiction Contest 
 
Reader, BOA Editions, Ltd. first book contest 
 
Advisory Board Member, Stone Canoe, Community Arts Journal 
 
Advisory Board Member, Healing Muse, Litereary Journal 
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